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pline; on these occasions chastisement and instruction
went hand in hand.
As a gesture of respect for Father, in the afternoons
Mother would dress us children carefully to welcome him
home from the office. He held a position, similar to that
of a vice-president, in one of India's large companies:
Bengal-Nagpur Railway. His work involved travelling;
our family lived in several cities during my childhood.
Mother* held an open hand toward the needy. Father
was also kindly disposed, but his respect for law and
order extended to the budget. One fortnight Mother
spent, in feeding the poor, more than Father's monthly
income.
"All I ask, please," Father said, "is that you keep your
charities within a reasonable limit." Even a gentle rebuke
from her husband was grievous to Mother. Not hinting
to the children about any disagreement she ordered a
hackney carriage.
"Good-bye, I am going away to my mother's home."
Ancient ultimatum!
We broke into astounded lamentations. Our maternal
uncle arrived opportunely; he* whispered to Father some
sage counsel, garnered no doubt from the ages. After
Father had made a few conciliatory remarks, Mother
happily dismissed the cab. Thus ended the only trouble
I ever noticed between my parents. But I recall a char-
acteristic discussion.
"Please give me ten rupees for a hapless woman who
has just arrived at the house." Mother's smile had its
own persuasion.
"Why ten rupees? One is enough." Father added a
justification: "When my father and grandparents died
suddenly, I had my first experience of poverty. My only
breakfast, before walking miles to my school, was a small
banana. Later, at the university, I was in such need that-
I applied to a wealthy judge for aid of one rupee per
month. He declined, remarking that even a rupee is
important"
"How bitterly you recall the denial of that rupee!"
Mother's heart had an instant logic. "Do you want this
woman also to remember painfully your refusal of ten
rupees, which she needs urgently?"